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Dick Hewitt and the Desert Air force
Dick Hewitt served as an Armourer with a mobile fighter squadron as part of the Desert

Air Force (DAF) from 1943 to 1945. During Dick’s time in the RAF, he kept a diary,

although this was against regulations. Although the diaries are incomplete, they have

provided enough clues and information to be able to retell the wartime story of one

Leading Aircraftman and his role in the Allied campaign for Italy.

Dick Hewitt was born on Thursday 18 April 1901 in Leicester. Dick passed away on

Friday 7 June 1985, aged 84, in Birmingham. 

Service in the British Army

Amongst Dick’s personal papers, I found several Certificates of Education awarded to Private D. Hewitt, the

2nd Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment issued in May 1919 and November 1920, which suggests that Dick

was conscripted into the Army (as conscription did not end until mid-1919). The 2nd Battalion spent the

immediate post-war years in Ireland during the War of Independence (1919-21). One of Dick’s Certificates of

Education was issued from Cork, which confirms that he was stationed in Ireland. The Corps of Army

Schoolmasters was replaced in 1920 by the Army Educational Corps (AEC). A brief search of The National

Archives and British Army World War I Service Records, 1914-1920, found no record of Dick’s early military

service with the South Staffordshire Regiment. 

Dick was in his early to mid-forties during the

Second World War. Most of his comrades would

have been in their late teens to mid-twenties.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, as an older man, it appears

Dick’s comrades referred to him as ‘Pops’ based on

some post-war correspondence found amongst

Dick’s personal papers. Dick was married with two

children while serving in the RAF and he sent

money home to his family whenever he was able. 

Service in the Royal Air Force

Dick’s RAF Service No: 1468728. He held the rank

of Leading Aircraftman (LAC) and qualified as an

Armourer. Dick served with 324 Wing, No. 93

Squadron, Royal Air Force, part of the BNAF

(British North Africa Force). As part of a highly

mobile fighter squadron originally equipped with

Spitfire Mk. Vs and later Mk. IXs, Dick served in

North Africa, Malta, Italy, Corsica, and southern

France. 
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As an Armourer with No. 93 Squadron, Dick’s role was to arm the Spitfires of No. 93 Squadron with

ammunition and bombs, regularly strip and clean the guns and perform general maintenance. Based on Dick’s

diary entries, he also worked on fitting supplementary fuel tanks to the Spitfires, which extended their range. 

The Role of the Armourer

9 January: Left Halton Camp for Kirkham. RAF Halton, near Wendover, Buckinghamshire, was a major RAF

training centre. Similarly, RAF Kirkham, Lancashire, was the main armament training centre for the RAF from

November 1941.

1942: Passed Armourer’s course, A.C. II. – Aircraftman 2nd class.

30 March 1942: Passed L.A.C. exam – Leading Aircraftsman.

1942: Arrived at RAF Speke. Note: Today, RAF Speke is Liverpool John Lennon Airport.

1942: Promoted A.C. I. - Aircraftman 1st class.

11 November: Left Wareford for overseas. By train to Scotland. Arrived at Greenock at 08.00hrs.

13 November: Boarded the HMT (His Majesty's Transport) Bergensfjord (a former Norwegian ocean liner).

Navy, Army, and Air Force personnel were all on board.

14 November: Left Greenock at 05.00hrs heading for the North Atlantic. There are 16 boats in our convoy

escorted by Royal Navy Destroyers. 

20 November: Nearing the Mediterranean, passed Gib (Gibraltar) at midnight. Could see Tangiers lit up at

night.

Diary Entries: UK Training & Posting Overseas 1942
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8 December: Arrived at Souk-El-Arba station (Tunisia) at 08.00hrs. We’re about 40 miles behind the frontline.

19 December: Had a terrible sight to witness as one of the (ditto) ground crews was taken up in the air sitting

on the tail of a plane. The kite (RAF slang for aircraft) crashed on landing throwing the man right over the

front of the kite. He sustained serious injuries to his legs. Note: During bad or windy weather, it was common

practice to have a member of the groundcrew sit on the tailplane of an aircraft as it taxied to its take-off

position. Usually, the groundcrew would dismount while the pilot carried out their pre-flight checks. 

30 December: Nearly killed when strafed by a Jerry aircraft. Had to dive for cover on the roadside. Learned all

the Squadron’s tools were lost when the boat carrying them was torpedoed on 18 December.

Tunisia 1942

The Allied campaign in Tunisia started in November 1942. By late March and throughout April 1943, the

Desert Air Force (DAF) was conducting bombing and strafing missions (interdiction) on infrastructure, such as

bridges, supply routes, Luftwaffe airbases, Tunisian ports, and the capital of Tunis. They also flew missions

over Sicily and southern Italy. The aim of the missions was twofold. First, starve Axis forces of everything from

fuel and ammunition to food, and thus weaken their ability to resist. The second was to establish Allied air

superiority over the battle space and enable the ground forces to make a final push on the Tunisian capital. The

DAF also provided close air support to Allied ground forces. 

The Desert Air Force (DAF) in Tunisia

On 7 May 1943, Allied armour rolled into Tunis, taking many Axis troops based in the city completely by

surprise. By 10 May, the Luftwaffe had evacuated what aircraft and equipment they could salvage. The capture

of Tunis led to an Axis surrender and the capture of around 250,000 prisoners. It was a significant Allied

victory.

Diary Entries: Tunisia 1943
3 February 1943: Jerry bombed drome

(aerodrome) in the morning. Three RAF

were killed and five wounded. Bombs were

released from FWs (Focke Wulf 190 fighter-

bombers) while I was having a wash. Eight

Spits U.S. (unserviceable). 

22 February 1943: Fortresses (B.17 Flying

Fortress heavy bomber) dropped bombs on

Souk-El-Arba, 25 people killed by mistake.

Note: There were two airfields at Souk-El-

Arba both located near what was at the time

the village of Souk-El-Arba but since 1966

has been known as Jendouba. The site is

about 81 miles west-southwest of Tunis.

1 March 1943: Kites on a bomber escort, one

Spit and one ME (presumably a

Messerschmitt Bf 109) shot down during a

dogfight over the drome at 12.30hrs.
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2 March 1943: Air Marshal Sir Arthur Coningham arrived at the drome. Note: Today, Coningham is chiefly

remembered as the person most responsible for the development of forward air control parties directing close

air support, which he developed as commander of the Western Desert Air Force between 1941 and 1943.

16 March 1943: Dive-bombed without warning. Dived under a kite and watched bombs bursting. AA (anti-

aircraft artillery) returned fire. One soldier was killed.

April 1943: Squadron mainly assigned to bomber escort missions. Note: The Allies heavily bombed Axis

(Luftwaffe and Italian) airfields and infrastructure such as bridges. Enemy air activity diminished as the Allies'

bombing campaign intensified.

7 May: Tunis reported taken.

10 May: Bizerta reported taken. After being reported missing Red Herbert got back to the airfield with 20

released prisoners. 

12 May: Thousands of prisoners taken. End of the campaign in Africa. 

14 May: Move to a new drome between Tunis and Bizerta. Met thousands of prisoners and passed through the

battlefront. Saw plenty of wrecked tanks, etc.

15 May: On new drome. Found a camp bed, very useful. Bags of rifles, etc. Crashed and wrecked Ju-52s all over

the airfield and two ME-109s. Had to be careful of boobytraps and mines. Note: The Junkers Ju-52 is a three-

engine transport aircraft and was a mainstay of the German Air Force (Luftwaffe).

20 May: Victory Parade at Tunis. Thousands of troops were in the town.

24 May: Went souvenir hunting. Found the famous Ace of Spades Squadron drome. Every kite was either

burned out or shot up. Bags of stores lying about. In this diary entry, Dick is referring to the Jagdgeschwader 53

(JG 53) fighter-wing of the Luftwaffe, known as the "Pik As" (Ace of Spades).

26 May: Move to a drome at Mateur, which is situated between Bizerta and Tunis. 

8 June: Drove to Sfax harbour (south of Tunis) and boarded a Landing Ship, Tank (LST).

9 June: Arrived in Malta.

20 June: The King arrived in Malta. He visited the drome.

24 June: Sir Archibald Sinclair (Secretary of State for Air) visited the drome in the afternoon and gave a speech.

He thanked us for our work in North Africa. 

10 July: Operation HUSKY. Sicily was invaded by troops at 02.30hrs. Kites on dawn sweeps (sorties) over

Sicily. Worked until 23.00hrs.

Prior to an Allied invasion of the Italian mainland, it was necessary to capture the island of Sicily. Axis forces

based on Sicily were resupplied across the Messina Strait. The key target of the invasion was the port of

Messina, the link to the Italian mainland. But it was heavily defended and its distance from North Africa meant

the Allies could not attack it directly. 

Malta 1943

Operation HUSKY, Allied Invasion of Sicily, 9 July - 17 August 1943
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A major concern and threat to the invasion fleet was the Italian island of Pantelleria, about 50 miles from the

Tunisian coast and halfway to Sicily. The island could be used by Axis forces to attack the invasion fleet at sea.

Consequently, the island was heavily bombed and then shelled by the navy. Finally, on 11 June 1943, British

troops landed at the main harbour, and the island garrison surrendered.

19 – 20 July: Moved by tank landing craft to Sicily. Arrived Pachino beach (southern tip of Sicily) at 06.00hrs.

12 August: Jerry bombed Lentini Drome (south of Catania) during the night (surprise raid) 24 kites were

written off, and 96 airmen were killed or wounded (322 Wing).

13 August: Jerry retreats toward Messina evacuating troops.

17 August: Messina reported taken.

18 August: End of Sicilian Campaign.

Italy 1943

During June and July 1943, the Desert Air Force started to relocate to Malta in preparation for the invasion of

Sicily.

On 9 July, British, Commonwealth and American troops started landing on Sicily preceded by airborne forces.

In the weeks prior to the invasion, the Allies had launched a concerted aerial bombardment of the Axis air

forces on Sicily – winning air superiority. However, bad weather on the night of 9 July resulted in the airborne

forces being scattered. Once ashore, the British 8th Army initially made steady progress north until checked at

Catania. The Americans, under General Patton, took Palermo. After fighting a defensive campaign for about

two weeks, the Axis forces started to withdraw. After 38 days, Allied forces finally took Messina. However,

around 120,000 enemy troops had been successfully evacuated. At the time, Operation HUSKY was the largest

amphibious invasion of the Second World War with over 180,000 men, 4,000 aircraft, and 3,000 vessels

deployed.1
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27 August: Moved to Gerbibi near Mount Etna (west of Catania).

7 September: Arrived Falcone (north coast of Sicily).

8 September: We were told landings would be made near Naples during the night (Operation AVALANCHE).

Ready to move to Naples. Italy surrendered and Naples invaded in the early hours.

During the next few days, the Squadron flew numerous sorties over the beachhead providing air support to the

ground forces.

23 September: Moved to Milazzio (west of Messina) and boarded transport, moved off at 20.30hrs headed for

the Italian mainland. 

24 September: Convoy shelled. Landed midday near Salerno. 

28 September: Moved to Battipaglia drome (east of Salerno).

11 October: Moved to Naples passing through Pompei.

30 October: Air Chief Marshal Sir Keith Park landed at Drome. Note: Park played a pivotal role in winning the

Battle of Britain. 

Usually, a Spitfire Squadron had twelve aircraft split into two flights of six (A and B Flights). In combat, the

aircraft would typically divide into smaller groups of two or three aircraft. 

12 November: German fighter bombers attacked a nearby airfield. The Squadron’s aircraft were scrambled and

pursued the enemy aircraft, but they escaped.

Operation AVALANCHE – Allied landings at Salerno, 8/9 September 1943 

German forces correctly anticipated the Allied landings near the port of Salerno by the U.S. 5th Army and

concentrated five divisions against the beachhead. Initially, it appeared the Allies might be thrown back into the

sea. However, Allied airpower gradually strangled the Germans' ability to resupply its land forces, and gradually

they had to give ground. However, the Germans exploited the mountainous terrain to their full advantage as

they staged a fighting withdrawal northward. Eventually, Allied progress was brought to a halt along the heavily

fortified ‘Gustav Line’.

Pilots of No. 93 Squadron

RAF Detachment leave

their dugout for a scramble

at Nettuno, Italy. Leading

the way, from left to right,

are: Flying Officer E.

Stewart of Ipswich, Suffolk;

Lieutenant J. Marais SAAF

of Johannesburg, South

Africa, and Sergeant D.

Karck of Cockerham,

Lancashire. IWM Catalogue

No. CNA 2854.
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14 November: 324 Wing broke the record for the number of kites shot down in 12 months: 301.5.

22 November: Enemy aircraft strafed the main road to Rome. Six enemy aircraft were shot down and another

six were probably downed. 

24 November: Six aircraft on shipping patrol and ‘L’ on patrol of the front line (presume that the letter ‘L’

refers to an individual aircraft).

26 November: A German Ju-88 (The Junkers Ju-88 twin-engine multirole combat aircraft) was shot down by

435 Squadron. Kites on mine sweeping patrol. Enemy aircraft over our drome and heavy AA fire (anti-aircraft

artillery sometimes referred to by the British and Commonwealth forces as Ack-Ack).

28 November: Strafed road transport – four trucks and two staff cars hit. F/O (Flying Officer - a junior

commissioned rank in the Royal Air Force) Swain dived too low, hit some trees, and then went straight into the

ground.

2 December: Kites on bomb line patrol. Note: The bomb line is a line or limit beyond which aircraft may make

attacks on the enemy without risking damage to their own troops. 

5 December: Kit bags lost at BARI (Bari is a port city on the Adriatic Sea and the capital of southern Italy’s

Puglia region). 12 ships sunk in the harbour. Souvenirs, etc. all lost, and 500 Woodbines (British brand of

cigarettes).

7 December: Red Herbert shot down a Me-109, his first kill. Note: The Messerschmitt Bf 109 was the

backbone of the Luftwaffe’s fighter force along with the Focke-Wulf Fw-190. Me-109 and Bf-109 are used

interchangeably to refer to the aircraft. 

10 December: Jet tanks fitted. Note: I am assuming this diary entry refers to the ground crew fitting jettisonable

extra fuel tanks to the Spitfires. These fuel tanks extended the range a Spitfire could fly but also somewhat

limited the aircraft’s performance. The fuel tanks were fitted under the central section of the fuselage and

carried a 30, 45 or 90-gallon capacity. They were also known as drop tanks or ‘slipper’ tanks and could be

jettisoned after use or before engaging enemy aircraft. 

16 December: FLT (Flight Lieutenant) Taylor was shot down and belly-landed on a beach. Returned safely the

next day.

Christmas: Dick seems to have enjoyed the Christmas period with plenty to eat and drink. He complained of

feeling hungover on Christmas day after too much merry-making the night before.

The weather during the late autumn and early winter of 1943/44 steadily deteriorated. The Squadron was often

at half-hour readiness (held ready to scramble into action if required). When not working, Dick appears to have

spent much of his free time visiting local towns, going to the cinema and the occasional concert, and following

the inter-squadron football matches. He was also assigned to sentry duty. 
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Spitfire IXs of 93 Squadron during the Italian campaign.

Italy 1944

Supermarine Spitfires of No. 324 Wing RAF parked on the airfield at Capodichino

near Naples. In the foreground, officers and ground crew of No. 111 Squadron

RAF gather round their tyre repair and fitting equipment before an operation.

Mount Vesuvius can be seen in the background. IWM Catalogue No. CNA 4662.
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11 January: Typhus is very bad in Naples.

13 January: Bombers over all day (Flying Fortresses) about 950 passed overhead on their way to bomb Cassino

(Between 17 January and 18 May, Monte Cassino and the Gustav Line defences were attacked on four

occasions by Allied troops.). All fives went away replaced by nines. Note: Dick is referring to the replacement

of Mk. V Spitfires with the new Mk. IX variant. 

14-16 January: Prepared to move to a new location. Left Naples at 10.30hrs and arrived at the new drome about

14.00hrs. Crossed the Volturno River Bridge.

18 January: Watched Bostons drop their loads on enemy positions and return safely. In this diary entry, Dick is

referring to the American-built Douglas A-20 Havoc medium bomber that was renamed the Boston by the

RAF.  

19 January: 15 miles behind front lines – guns firing. 

Operation SHINGLE, the Battle of Anzio, 22 January – 5 June 1944

To break the deadlock and get the Allied advance moving again, the High Command decided to launch another

amphibious landing. The intention of Operation SHINGLE was to bypass the Gustav Line, forcing the

Germans to pull troops back from Cassino and open the road to Rome. Operation SHINGLE was launched

on 22 January 1944. Initially, the landings were unopposed. However, the Allies quickly lost the initiative and

failed to break out from the beachhead. Instead, by 25 January, the Germans counterattacked with elements of

five divisions and quickly surrounded the Allied landing force. For months, the Anzio campaign dragged on

with neither side able to gain a significant advantage. Eventually, the deadlock was broken when the Allies

launched a series of new operations compelling the Germans to redeploy their limited forces. On 4/5 June,

Rome fell, but the Germans remained undefeated and pulled back to a new defensive position known as the

Gothic Line.2 
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Operation SHINGLE: the Allied landings at Anzio, Italy. A Supermarine Spitfire

Mark. IX of No. 93 Squadron RAF comes into land at Lago landing ground, near

Castel Volturno, after a patrol over the Anzio beachhead, while other Spitfires of No.

324 Wing RAF line up by the runway, ready to take off. IWM Catalogue No. CNA

2434.

21 January: Told that another landing would be made 50 miles north of here during the night at Cape ANZIO. 

22 January: Landings successful – no opposition. Went to the village of Mondragone (situated on the coast

about 28 miles northwest of Naples). The village had been badly bombed. 

27 January: The Squadron fetched four down and two damaged for the loss of one pilot missing. Dick often

uses the term ‘fetched down’ in his diaries to indicate that the Squadron had either shot down or damaged

enemy aircraft. 

28 January: The Squadron is down to six serviceable aircraft due to prangs. Plenty of shelling night and day.

Note: The loss of aircraft due to non-operational accidents seemed common at the time. Between 1939 and

1945 RAF Bomber Command, for example, lost 1,380 aircraft within the UK on operational flights and 3,986

aircraft in non-operational accidents.

7 February: Two MEs (Messerschmitt Bf 109s) shot down. Red Herbert forced landing with serious injuries.

10 February: Cruisers shelling enemy positions night and day.

12 February: Jerry active over ANZIO beach, bombing and strafing.

15 February: Red Herbert died in hospital. Note: In fact, Flight Sergeant Henry Ivor (Red) Herbert, Service

Number: 415189, 93 Sqdn., Royal New Zealand Air Force, died on 7 February 1944, age 20. Red is buried at

the Anzio War Cemetery. He had been flying Spitfire Mk. IX MA509.
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16-17 February: Dick says the Wing shot down seven enemy aircraft over the ANZIO beachhead. He also

writes that ‘R’ and ‘Z’ both had forced landings at ANZIO. I am assuming that Dick is referring to individual

aircraft using the RAF letter code. The RAF used three-letter codes to identify aircraft from a distance. Two

letters before the roundel, for the squadron to which the aircraft belonged, and another letter after the roundel

for the individual aircraft.

1 March: Record of enemy kites destroyed 343.5. 

16 March: Cassino was heavily bombed for two days.

The ground crew prepares to start a Supermarine Spitfire Mark. VC of No. 324 Wing

RAF at Capodichino near Naples, using a trolley accumulator. Spitfire Mark IXs of

No. 93 Squadron RAF can be seen parked in the background, with Mount Vesuvius in

the distance. IWM Catalogue No. CNA 4663.

18 March: Went on a day trip to Napoli (Naples). Returning at night saw Mount Vesuvius in eruption. Most

wonderful sight to see. Hot lava running down the sides. Still visible at 30 miles. The volcanic eruption had

started the day before and lasted for about ten days. 

22 March: Mount Vesuvius – People have started to evacuate southern Naples. 

23 March: Finished work at 17.00hrs and went on a trip to see Mount Vesuvius at night. A sight worth seeing.
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Naples, Central Station, and Vesuvius eruption 1944, Creative

Commons.

24 March: W/O (Warrant Officer) Bunting fetched two

MEs down and then force-landed at ANZIO. He returned

to our drome flying a Kitty-Hawk. Note: The RAF

continued to operate Kittyhawks in Italy until the summer

of 1944 when they were finally replaced with North

American Mustangs.

30 March: The Squadron's total: 52.5 enemy aircraft shot

down, 18 probably shot down, 72.5 damaged.

Between April and mid-May 1944, the Squadron flew

numerous sorties over the ANZIO beachhead. Enemy air

activity appears to have tailed off with only occasional

dogfights. However, pilots and aircraft were still lost, but

more due to accidents than enemy action. Dick seems to

have spent most of his time as a duty armourer. In his

spare time, Dick visited Naples, went to the cinema and

went swimming in the sea as the weather steadily

improved. 

American servicemen watch the Mount

Vesuvius eruption, 1944, Creative Commons.

Gun-camera footage shot from a Spitfire flown by

Warrant Officer B. Bunting RAAF of No. 93

Squadron RAF, showing the cockpit canopy

breaking away from a Messerschmitt Bf 109G after

it had received fire from Bunting's aircraft over

Italy. The pilot bailed out shortly afterwards. IWM

catalogue No. C 4354.

19 May: Cassino and Monastery Hill taken. Plenty of

bombers flying north during the day.

21 May: Squadron fetched eight Jerries down.

23 May: Offensive started at ANZIO. Squadron ready to

move up.

3 June: ‘A’ Party packed lorries. ‘B’ Party took over

Squadron kites. ‘A’ Party left camp at 19.00hrs for a drome

96 miles north. 

1212
www.thewaryears.co.uk

The war years



6 June: Started to pitch camp. Heard that the Second Front has started. Rome taken. The liberation of Rome

was completely overshadowed by the Normandy landings of D-Day (Operation OVERLORD).

7 June: 05.00hrs woken by anti-aircraft fire. Jerry over our drome. 

8 June: Transferred to No. 8 C.C.S. (Casualty Clearing Station) six miles north of ANZIO to an airstrip called

Tre Cancelli.

12 June: Packed trucks ready to move at night. Plenty of wrecked tanks on the road and bridges blown up.

13 June: 93 miles north of Rome arrived at Tarquinia (the town is situated on the coast, northwest of Rome)

airfield at 03.00hrs. Passed through Rome at midnight. Wonderful buildings. Stayed about an hour in the city.

17 June: Dakotas landing all day to take away the wounded. Note: The Douglas C47 Dakota is one of the most

successful military transport aircraft designs in history and was widely used by the Allies during World War

Two. 

22 June: Left No. 8 C.C.S. for Rome – had a tour of the city.

24 June: Moved about 60 miles north and arrived at Grosseto (another town close to the coast, northwest of

Rome). The town was bomb-damaged. The R.E. (Royal Engineers) worked to repair the bomb-cratered landing

strip.

4 July: Moved 50 miles north to a new airstrip. It appears from Dick’s diary that enemy air activity had dropped

off considerably.

15 July: Moved about 110 miles, south to the docks. 

17 July: Left harbour at 19.00hrs heading west, nine LSTs in convoy. Note: The LST or Landing Ship, Tank,

was designed to carry around 18 Sherman tanks or 30 3-ton trucks and birth 200 troops. The ship could land

vehicles, troops and cargo directly onto beaches without the need for a harbour. 

18 July: Arrived Porto Vecchio, Corsica, at 11.00hrs. Headed north along the coast road, stopped overnight at

Bastia (northern tip of Corsica).

19 July: Arrived at drome near Calvi (west of Bastia, on the coast) at 17.00hrs.

26 July: Went into Calvi in the evening and sold 200 cigarettes for 30/- (30 shillings) – a good price. You can

sell almost anything here at a good price. 

27 July: Getting ready for the invasion of southern France (Operation DRAGOON). 90-gallon (drop) tanks

fitted to the aircraft. Pilots doing night flying and early mornings. Just the same as in Malta.

30 July – 2 August: Fighters sweep over Genoa and north.

3 August: 93 and 72 Squadrons do sweeps over Nice.

7 August: 43 Squadron pilot burned to death after belly landing and jet tank caught fire. A pilot from 225

Squadron drowned after nose-diving into Calvi Bay.

11 August: The whole Wing went on a strafing raid at 18.00hrs. They wrecked a lot of radio location stations

around Nice. The mission was a complete success. 

1313
www.thewaryears.co.uk

The war years



15 August: Invasion took place (start of Operation DRAGOON). Two gliders landed at the drome. A Fortress

(Flying Fortress) landed shot-up by flak (A contraction of the German Flugabwehrkanone meaning anti-aircraft

artillery). Kites doing air cover over the invasion beaches from dawn to dusk, but no Jerries to be seen. 

21 August: Moved off for docks at 09.00hrs. Boarded LST at L'Île-Rousse (Corsica) and pulled out of the

harbour at 20.00hrs. Very rough sea, the ship was rolling and pitching.

22 August: Arrived at Cavalaire (Cavalaire-sur-Mer is southwest of Nice between Saint-Tropez and Toulon in

the southeast region of France) at 20.00hrs. Slept at a marshalling area outside of the town. 

23 August: Left at 09.00hrs for a drome 15 miles away at St. Tropez and arrived at 11.30hrs. Departed again at

15.30hrs for a drome 140 miles north.

24 August. Terrible accident on the way down a mountain, and two died. Arrived at Cisteron (sic. Sisteron) at

20.00hrs. Marseille and Bordeaux regions of France were liberated by the Allies. 

27 August – 1 September: The Squadron flew strafing sorties against enemy transport, shooting up trains,

trucks, cars, etc. During this period several pilots and aircraft were lost.

5 September: Moved about 115 miles toward Lyon.

6 September: Left camp at 08.00hrs. Passed through Vienne (south of Lyon). We saw hundreds of Jerry

transports burnt out along the road. Rhône valley. Arrived at Lyon airport at 16.00hrs.

8 September: The Squadron flew sweeps over Germany – strafed Jerry trucks. ‘M’ shot down in flames. F/SGT

Wagstaffe killed. Note: Flight Sergeant John William Wagstaffe, service No. 1430722, Royal Air Force

Volunteer Reserve, 93 Squadron, was killed in action flying Spitfire Mk IX MH324. He is buried in Bessey-La-

Cour Churchyard, France.

Operation DRAGOON (originally codenamed ANVIL) was an Allied invasion of southern France that led to

the drive up the Rhone River Valley. Originally intended to support the D-Day invasion and Operation

Overlord, DRAGOON was carried out more than two months later because of a lack of supplies and

equipment. Within days, the Allies secured more than 40 miles of coastline and captured the vital French ports

of Toulon and Marseille, providing critical support to the Normandy-based Allied forces moving to the

German border. DRAGOON was largely an American and French operation, however, 324 Wing, including 93

Squadron provided part of the air umbrella.3 

Operation DRAGOON, Invasion of southern France, 15 August – 14 September 1944
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22 September: Moved back to Lyon, 150 miles.

28 September: Passed through Avignon, France, and arrived at La Jass (sic. La Jasse) at 15.00hrs. Travelled 160

miles. 

3 October: Moved to Marseille. Arrived at the staging area at 16.00hrs.

5 October: Boarded LST at 05.00hrs. 

6 October: The boat moved out at 11.30hrs in a heavy thunderstorm. The boat was like a rocking horse.

7 October: Passed between Corsica and Sardinia at noon. Turned north for Leghorn. Note: Livorno, Italy, also

known as Leghorn, which derives from the Genoese name Ligorna.

8 October: Disembarked at 18.00hrs.

During October and November, the weather in Italy steadily worsened with the airstrips often flooded, making

them unserviceable (US). As no sorties could be flown for days at a time, Dick spent his time watching films

and doing sentry duty.

17 – 18 November: Travelled by lorry 112 miles to Via Figliano (north of Florence) and then another 120 miles

to Rimini.

20 November: Fitting bombs on the aircraft. They successfully bombed a railway. 

Italy 1945

For the remainder of November, December and into

January 1945, No. 93 Squadron flew interdiction missions,

bombing and strafing enemy positions, infrastructure, and

transport targets. Dick spent his time re-arming the

Squadrons’ Spitfires. The winter weather would pause

flying for days at a time. The Squadron continued to lose

aircraft and pilots to enemy action and accidents.

During the early months of 1945, No. 93 Squadron mainly

flew interdiction missions in support of ground operations

to defeat the last pockets of German resistance in the north

of Italy. On 2 May 1945, the Germans surrendered in Italy

to Field Marshal Harold Alexander. On 4 May, all German

forces in northwest Europe submitted to Field Marshal

Montgomery. On 8 May, Victory in Europe (VE Day) was

declared.    

The air war in Italy cost the Allied Air Forces around 8,000

aircraft and 12,000 service personnel. They had flown

865,000 sorties and in the last seven months of the

campaign had dropped around half a million tons of

bombs. Immediately after VE Day, 93 Squadron moved to

Klagenfurt, Austria on 15 May. On 5 September 1945, the

Squadron was disbanded.
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Christmas Card and Menu, 1944. The emblems of

the British 8th Army, top-left, and U.S. 5th Army,

top-right.
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Victory in North Africa
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Tunisian Campaign, 17 Nov 1942 – 13 May 1943.
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Italian campaign 9 July 1943 – 2 May 1945
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No. 93 Squadron, 324 Wing, bottom right to top left, from Salerno and Anzio until transfer to Corsica.
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Disbandment of the squadron
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Remembered with
Honour ANZIO WAR

CEMETERY

93 Sqdn., Royal New Zealand Air Force who died on 07 February 1944 Age 20

In Memory Of
Flight Sergeant

HENRY IVOR HERBERT
Service Number: 415189

II, C, 7.

Son of Henry S. and Olive M. Herbert, of Morrinsville, Auckland, New Zealand.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION





Remembered with Honour
BESSEY-LA-COUR CHURCHYARD

93 Sqdn., Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve who died on 08 September 1944 Age 25

In Memory Of
Flight Sergeant

JOHN WILLIAM WAGSTAFFE
Service Number: 1430722

Son of John Henry and Fanny Wagstaffe, of Whittington Moor, Derbyshire.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF JACK, BELOVED SON AND BROTHER. MOTHER, DAD, EDITH, FRED AND JIM

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION


